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formally elected their commander-m-chief, and proclaimed
Louis XVII., the little prisoner of the Temple, as king ol
France, and in conjunction with Charette, who commanded in
Lower Poitou, he advanced on June 29 to Nantes, which wa?
actually taken and in the possession of the insurgents, when
Cathelineau, kneeling down in the chief square to return
thanks, was shot dead from an attic, and his men fled in a
panic. The repulse from Nantes disheartened the Vendeans
and the arrival of Westermann brought about a new era in
the war. He drove the peasants headlong before him at first
and took Chatillon, from which place he was soon expelled
with severe loss on July 5. Terrible cruelties had been com-
mitted by the revolted peasants ever since the execution oJ
Souchu No quarter was given to the republican troops, 01
" Blues," as they were called; and, on the other side, Wester-
marm's Germans and Swiss behaved with equal ferocity
against the " Whites " Westermann was suspended by Bourdon
of the Oise and Goupilleau de Fontenay, the representatives
on mission, for his defeat at Chatillon and his ruthless conduci
to his opponents, and oidered to the bar of the Convention
but Barere, on behalf of the Committee of Public Safety, in a
long report declared that cruelty must be met by cruelty, and
recommended that terror should be the order of the day in
the insurgent districts.

The Committee of Public Safety then altered its military
system for the worse. It was afraid to employ ci-devanl
nobles and former royal officers in this civil war, and begar
to suspect the old and tried soldiers who were at present a1
the head of the republican armies in La Vendee. On July 11
it superseded Bivon and appointed to his command a Paris
goldsmith named Jtiossignol, who had been one of the secrei
Insurrectionary Committee which prepared the rising ol
June 20,1 1792, and a prominent leader under Hannot
June 2, 1798. Eossignol formed his staff of some loading
ladicdls, including the printer Momoro and the low comediar
Gnuuwontj and with a staff composed of such unwarlike
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